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Group I: Claims 1-8, directed o an endoscope assembly comprising an insertion portion that I8 connacted to a handle at a proximal end
of the insertion portion and 2 banding portion at a distal end of the insertion portion, comprising a seraw, a housing in commurication
with tha ecrew, a stopper within the housing, and a wire connected ta the stopper.

Group II: Clalms 8-18 directed to an endoscope assembly comprising an insertion portion that is connected to a handle at a proximal end
of the insertion portion and a bending portion at a distal end of the insartion pertion, comprising an actuator, @ spring in communication
with the actuator, and a wire connected to the spring.
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-*-Box lIl - Ghsarvations where unity of invention is lacking-*-

The inventions listed as Groups -1l da not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 because, under PCT Rule
13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasans:

SPECIAL TECHNICAL FEATURES

The invention of Group | indudes tha spacial technical feature of a screw configured to rotate around a longitudinal axis of the
endoscope assembly, a housing in physical communication with the screw, wherein the housing is configured 1o move in a direction that
is at least one of a distal diraction and a proximal ditaction along the [sngitudinal axis of the endoscope assembly, with the rotation of the
screw, a stopper placed within the housing, and a wire having a proximal end and a distal end, wherein the proximal end of the wire Is
connectad to the stopper, the wire stretches along a langth of the insertion portion, and the distal end of the wire is connected to a
proximal end of the bending partion and wherein the wire stifens the insertlon portion upon rotation of the screw towards distal end of
the insertion portion, not required by the claims of Group Il

The invention of Group li includes the speclal technical feature of an actuator, a spring, having a proximal and and a distal end, wherein
the proximal end of the spring 1s connacted to the actuator and wherein the actuator activates the spring, and a wire, having a proximal
end and a distal end, with the proximal and of the wire connected to the distal end of the spring, wherein the wirs stretches along a
length of the insertion portion and whersin the distal end of the wire is connected to a proximal end of the bending portion, and wherein
the wire stiffens the insertion portion upon activation of the spring, not required by the clalms of Greup [

COMMON TECHNICAL FEATURES

Groups |-l share the commen technical features of an endoscopa assembly comprising an insertion portion that is connected to a
handle at a proximal end of the insertion portion and a bending portion at a distal end of the insertion portion, However, this shared
tachnical feature does not represent a contributlon over prior art as baing anticlpated by US 5,810,715 A to Merlyama, which discloses
an endoscops assembly (electronic end pa 2, Fig. 2), comprising an insertion portion that is connected to a handle at a proximal end
of the insartion portion (insertion part & Is connected to operation part 7, Fig, 1) and a bending portion at a distal end of the insertion
portion (a curveable curvature part 12 is formed at the distal end of insertion part 6, Fig. 1),

As the common technical features were known in the art at the time of the Invention, these cannot be considered spacial technical
foature that would otherwise unify the groups.

Therefora, Groups i tack unity under PCT Rule 13 bacause they do not share a sams or cormespoending speclal tachnical feature.
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